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demands, but his colleagues from Vermont all went for
it, they and the party at home were violent, and it would
have been death for him to have resisted. He voted with
reluctance and against his wishes and convictions, for the
President he knew to be honest and patriotic; and he so
said to me. It is melancholy to witness such things.
Woodbridge is but one of many who are guilty of this wrong.
A moral infirmity or weakness. They dare not act in
accordance with their convictions. A fear of party os-
tracism controls them. But their acts forfeit their self-
respect for the time, and sooner or later will lose them the
respect of others.

The whole impeachment scheme is a piece of party
persecution, which, if successful to party, will be ruinous
to the country. It is a deliberate and wicked conspiracy
from its inception.

February 28, Friday. Mr. Seward read to-day one of
his strange, unstatesmanlike, and improper dispatches.
It was addressed to Mr. Stillwell, our Minister at Vene-
zuela, in relation to certain of the crew of the Hannah
Grant, a whaling-schooner, who were unlawfully detained
in that country. The dispatch was objectionable as a
state paper, and was offensive because wanting in proper
courtesy to the naval officer who might be ordered to
La Guayra. Mr. Stillwell was told that a naval vessel would
be sent (without any reference to the Secretary of the
Navy), that the naval office would be directed to commit
no hostile act without his (Stillwell's) direction, etc., etc.
In other, or plain, words, the Minister and naval officer
were authorized at their discretion to declare war, or make
war, on Venezuela.

Mr. Stanbery took exception to this part of the dispatch,
in which I joined. Seward was annoyed by the criticism and
objection, but finally professed to put in some pencil
alteration. He would not presume to send a dispatch of
this nature to Russia in regard to the recent outrages in the